What about instead of dated seat have seat that scrutineer takes a tab off the fia sticker each time a rally is done and the seat has 100 tabs then someone who does 20 rally's a year has to change seats every 5 years but some who does 10 rally's there seat can last 10 years. 
I've been competing since 2003 won 6 championships and love rallying but this is the first time I'm looking to do something else with car ie track days sprints etc I'm not a rich man and sacrificed a lot to rally my escort, to be competitive costs a lot in tyres fuel entry fees etc anyway and this is just too much for the average clubman!!!
 
Julian Jobes
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I agree with your views entirely. My main interest is road rallying, although doing the occasional stage rally does appeal to me- my car is "log booked". However my seats are out of date and my harnesses soon will be! So its unlikely that I will bother.
Case in point; The NW stages Rally is supposedly running a "road rally car" class to help get the numbers up, but.... you have to have in date seats and harnesses... guess what, not many cars will be compliant, and the lads cannot afford the costs of seats and harnesses.
Road rally cars legitmately often have out of date, ex- stage car seats and harnesses. These cars typically do many times more miles than the average stage car. I am not aware of any personal injury in this environment caused by failure of a seat or harness.I am no aware of scrutineers regularly failing our "old" seats and harnesses - they do check them.

Getting the MSA police state mentality to change is a hard one. My only suggestion beyond a petition is to pursuade sufficient competitors to boycot all stage rallies for, say, 6 months- obviously notice of such activity must be given in advance to organising clubs, who could in turn kick off to the MSA, pointing out that their event will have to be cancelled- because competitors have had enough. The MSA needs the permit funds and they are supposed to represent the licence holders and their needs.

Sorry for the rant.
Regards

Simon Boardman MIMI. MOT Tester / Authorised Examiner. MD of Grange Lane Garage Ltd Accrington 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The issue of 'lifing' belts and seats is a very emotive issue and one that I 
think will result in a lot of people leaving the rallying fraternity. I 
contacted the MSA previously with the letter attached and surprise, surprise 
they did not even have the decency to acknowledge receipt never mind giving a 
response. I do hope that associations are able to get someone at the MSA to 
take notice.

Trevor Jones
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Having been involved in engineering for more years than I care to remember,I have been concerned about the quallity of the materiels used recently in all forms of automotive manufacturing.
      As we are all aware, manufacture of many seats has moved mainly to China. Do we have any test data on older seats which were no doubt of better qullity before the move to China...
  I have a pair of old composite seats in my car, which  are showing minor cracks around the mountings. I was always under the impression that surface stress cracks in composite seats are not a problem because they are only in the outer non load bearing part of the material. The same applied to fibreglass car bodies.
 Whether I carry on in rallying does not just depend upon the will to purchase new seats and belts, but do I want the MSA to be allowed to make me fit seats/belts which may be inferior to the ones I have taken out
David Crofts
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I am no statistician, but was educated in problem solving and root cause analysis, and even I can pick the holes out of the report on seat lifing. It is wholly unacceptable for a supposedly professional organisation to be putting out reports like this. With no evidence whatsoever of the sourcing of the seats (did the MSA just put out a request to scrutineers to 'get hold of 5 seats you know are at least 5 years old'? In which case they are highly unlikely to get decent, non-impacted seats given for free are they?) I find the results dubious. They would certainly need some control seats that they KNOW for sure have not suffered any serious impact or deceleration in a car, to truly decide whether age alone can degrade a seat over a period of 5 years and, even then, basing their decision on such a small sample is just wrong.
I compete twice a year now if I'm lucky. I'm facing issues this year because I need to purchase harnesses, and my gorgeous, comfortable and highly expensive Recaro Profi SPGs that were new 3 years ago have done all of 5 events. Presently I see myself having 2 more years at the sport and then calling it a day or, if I'm really still hooked, buying the cheapest pair of seats I can come by. How is that better for the sport in any way, particularly at my level?
Dan Howell
Chairman, Streetly MC
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If there was room for, say, 20 events on the logbook then perhaps a full inspection would be required by the scrutineer after every 5 or 10 or whatever.  A car doing a couple of events each year would get a close check every, say, 3 years whereas a car that does 20 events in a year (and therefore subject to more use and strain on components) would be re-inspected far more often.
... to me that is a simple solution, but the powers that be seem to just try and put so many obstacles in the way.
... the recently appointed and "dis-appointed" (!!!) MSA CEO Nick Bunting was all for leaving regulations unchanged for at least four years - I understand he told Rallies Committee not to keep fiddling with the rules.  If he'd kept his mouth shut he'd probably still be in the job and, many believe, would be an excellent person in that role - aware of and concerned about the true club competitor.
 Dave V Thomas
Championships Co-Ordinator
Association of North-Western Car Clubs
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I agree fully with your proposal  we currently have two stage rally cars that both myself and my husband use .we are going to sell one purely on the fact that we cant afford to run the two cars with having to buy seats and harness .we are now buying the cheapest seats we can due to the five year rule. my husband was also running a lupo for the university he works for. the car was used eight times in the five years and now that is going to be sold because the university can not afford funding for new seats and harness .I think it would be a much better system if the seat and harness were assed on the amount of use they actually had.
mrs seyyan john
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Upon discussion with all members of LMS rallysport motorclub we thoroughly support the stand on seats and belts. Further to the mentioned points about other countries it is also worth mentioning that the MSA is entirely inconsistent on this issue as seat rules in other areas of arguably more dangerous motorsport (circuit racing) do not require even side mounted seats let alone FIA compliant seats indate or otherwise ,this coupled with the fact any saloon car up to 2000cc has no requirement for a front roll cage makes most of our club members feel that the MSA has not got the interests of rallying at heart. The MSA also claims to have carried out extensive tests it is my understanding that only 6 seats where tested none of these being steel framed as according to them nobody uses them our survey among members was around 80% of their seats are steel framed, a number which will no doubt increase when people have to replace old seats ,the problems occurred with carbon seats not an issue for any of our clubs members  
                                    
Gawaine Clark chairman LMS Rallysport         
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I must commend you on the thoughtful and well-argued points that you have put forward.

I am one of those “clubmen” who turn their car out two or three times a year at the most because I thoroughly enjoy the sport and do so at the limit of my budget, a huge chunk of which will be swallowed up by replacing my seats and harnesses.

I am completely safety conscious (who wouldn’t be?) and I originally bought the best Kevlar seats that I could afford and to replace them with steel framed seats that I do not have confidence in is a completely backward step and would be the reason why I would sadly have to give up competing in the sport that I love.

  

Clubmen are the life and soul of motorsport and the roots from where it all began. We often compete against much more superior equipment and larger well organised teams without shame or ridicule and certainly without sponsorship. 

We simply exist to enjoy the fun, the adrenalin and the friendship that exists between competitors.

I will do my best to attend the meeting but failing that please feel free to add my comments to those of others who fear that OUR sport is being jeopardised by ill thought out rules that will drive us in to extension.

Best wishes,

Cllr Andrew Mallinson
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In the life support equipment industry (I work for a manufacturer) the lifing of components was always a big thing. Components replaced at 12, 24 or 72 month intervals.

It is no longer like this, the modern way is assessment & inspection & replacement only if necessary.
An industry wide change reduced the need to throw good components in the bin. The fatigue & deterioration we used to lecture people about just didn't exist in reality.

The equipment reliability actually improved with we stopped replacing components for no good reason!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RIPONIAN RALLY APPEALS FOR ENTRANTS

With just a week to go before Ripon Motor Sports Club’s flagship event, the Riponian Stages Rally, gets underway a week on Sunday, the club is appealing for any last minute entrants to help bolster numbers on the annual Thirsk-based event in order to make it financially viable.

[bookmark: _GoBack]New regulations regarding seats and belts came into effect on January 1st this year and has had an impact on numbers, meaning that as of last weekend, the bare minimum of 50 crews had been reached.

Press Release Ripon MSC – today
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